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What is a CUSIP? 
 
CUSIP is an acronym that refers to Committee on Uniform Security Identification 
Procedures and the nine-digit, alphanumeric CUSIP numbers that are used to identify 
securities, including municipal bonds. A CUSIP number, similar to a serial number, is 
assigned to each maturity of a municipal security issue. The first six characters are known 
as the base, or CUSIP-6, and uniquely identify the bond issuer. The 7th and 8th digit 
identify the exact bond issue and the 9th digit is an automatically generated “check digit.”  
 
Using a CUSIP number is the best way to locate a bond on EMMA 
(http://emma.msrb.org). This document provides helpful tips for obtaining CUSIP 
numbers. 
 
How Can I Find a CUSIP? 
 
EMMA has a search function that can be used to locate a CUSIP.  Other ways to locate a 
CUSIP are to find it in an official statement (available on EMMA) or by consulting an 
external source such as a municipal securities dealer. If an investor has purchased a 
particular bond, the CUSIP can be found on the confirmation of purchase and in periodic 
financial statements.  
 
Searching for a CUSIP on EMMA  
 
Searching for a CUSIP-6 or CUSIP-9 on EMMA can be done through EMMA’s “Muni 
Search” function or its “Advanced Muni Search” function. 
 

 
 

http://emma.msrb.org/
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To use the Muni Search function located at the top right of the screen, enter the name of 
the bond issuer and/or a description of the issue. A sample search is shown below.  
 
Sample Muni Search: 
Here we will search a CUSIP related to Adelanto California Agency Tax Allocation. The 
best way to search is to enter unique set of keywords related to the bond in question that 
returns a manageable number of results. As you can see, by entering the keywords 
“Adelanto Tax,” 23 records display making it fairly easy to find the appropriate CUSIP.  
 

 
 
Entering longer strings of text such as “Adelanto California Agency Tax Allocation”  
may result in an unsuccessful search. The search illustrated in the next screen shot did not 
return results because strings of text entered in the Issuer Name field are too specific.  
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No results found. 

 
 
After finding the issuer, you can drill down to the CUSIP level by examining issue 
description, dated date, and maturity date to determine which security matches what you 
are searching for. Select that issue description and this brings you to the issue details 
page, where the CUSIP is displayed.  
 
On this page the user can access the associated official statement and continuing 
disclosure documents. Note that the MSRB began collecting continuing disclosure 
documents July 1, 2009 and documents issued prior to that date may not be available.   
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Advanced Search 

The Advanced Search feature allows an investor to search using issuer name, issue 
description, and/or state, as well as a range of dates for the maturity date, date of 
issuance, and interest/coupon rate. In order to narrow the number of results, all search 
categories may be used. Issuer name and issue description should be limited to a few key 
words (as described above) instead using a long string of text. Note that 529 college 
savings plans do not have CUSIP numbers, and must be searched for by selecting the 
corresponding state.  

 

 
Locating a CUSIP on an Official Statement 
 
CUSIP numbers are also typically available on the first couple of pages of the official 
statement, which is the primary offering document. Municipal securities dealers are 
obligated to provide investors with a copy of the official statement or tell them that it can 
be obtained electronically on EMMA. 
 
Below is an example of a second page of an official statement.  
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Locating a CUSIP through External Parties 
 
If an investor would like to locate a CUSIP but cannot find the particular CUSIP on 
EMMA, he or she can contact a municipal securities dealer. If the investor has purchased 
a bond, he or she can find the CUSIP number on the confirmation received from the 
dealer. MSRB Rule G-15 requires the dealer to send confirmation of a municipal trade to 
the investor that includes the CUSIP number, among other relevant information. Also, the 
CUSIP would be listed on the investor’s periodic financial statements.  
 
 


